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The Role of School Theatre in Addressing the Social, Health, and
Psychological Effects of New Media on Primary School Students

Study Abstract

This study aimed to explore the effectiveness of school theatre in
addressing the social, health, and psychological effects of new media on primary
school students. A quasi-experimental approach was used, with several tools
implemented, including a theatrical performance for the sample and a scale to
measure awareness of the risks of using new media. The study was conducted
during the first semester of the academic year 2024/2025, and the sample
consisted of 60 students from the 4th and 6th grades of the primary stage at Al-
Kafrawy Official Language School in Damietta, under the administration of
New Damietta. The study concluded with several key findings, most notably:

. Statistically significant differences were found between the mean scores of
the primary school students in the pre-test and post-test applications of the
awareness scale concerning the risks of new media, favoring the post-test.
The mean score for the pre-test was 75.52, and for the post-test, it was
120.62.

. The theatrical performance demonstrated effectiveness in enhancing
awareness of the risks associated with new media among the primary
school students in the sample. The average pre-test score was 75.52, and
the post-test score was 120.62, showing an overall improvement of
37.39%. This indicates that the theatrical performance used in the study
was effective in raising awareness of the risks of new media among the
sample students.

. Statistically significant differences were found between the mean scores of
the primary school students based on the grade level (4th grade vs. 6th
grade), which supports the validity of the fifth hypothesis of the study.

. Statistically significant differences were also found between the mean
scores of the primary school students based on gender (male vs. female),
supporting the validity of the sixth hypothesis of the study.

Keywords: School Theatre, Awareness, New Media, Primary School Students
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